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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 852

Introduced by Assembly M ember-Quirk Dickinson
(Principal coauthor: Senator Steinberg)

February 21, 2013

An act to amend Sectl on 21155 4 of the Publ ic Resources Code relati ng
to environmental quality.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 852, as amended, Quirk Dickinson. Health-facHity-construction;
alteration-or-addition—review-Environmental quality: exemption.

The California Environmental Quality Act, commonly known as
CEQA, requires a lead agency, as defined, to prepare, or cause to be
prepared, and certify the compl etion of, an environmental impact report
on a project that it proposes to carry out or approve that may have a
significant effect on the environment or to adopt a negative declaration
if it finds that the project will not have that effect. CEQA also requires
a lead agency to prepare a mitigated negative declaration for a project
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that may have a significant effect on the environment if revisionsin the
project would avoid or mitigate that effect and there is no substantial
evidence that the project, asrevised, would have a significant effect on
the environment.

Thisbill would revise the exemption from CEQA established by certain
provisions of law for residential, employment center, and mixed-use
development projects to require both the project and the appropriate
specific plan to be consistent with the general use designation, density,
building intensity, and applicable policies specified for the project area
in either a sustainable communities strategy or an alternative planning
strategy for which the Sate Air Resources Board has accepted as a
metropolitan planning organi zation’ s deter mination that the sustainable
communities strategy or the alternative planning strategy would, if
implemented, achieve the greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets.
Because a lead agency would be required to determine whether a project
qualifies for this exemption, this bill would impose a state-mandated
local program.

Thisbill would provide that the bill becomes operative only if B 743
of the 2013-14 Regular Session is enacted.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Satutory provisions establish procedures for making that
rei mbur sement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: yesno. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: ne-yes.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 21155.4 of the Public Resources Code,
as added by Section 6 of Senate Bill 743 of the 2013-14 Regular
Session, is amended to read:

21155.4. (a) Except as provided in subdivison (b), a
residential, employment center, as defined in paragraph (1) of
subdivision (&) of Section 21099, or mixed-use development
project, including any subdivision, or any zoning, change that
meetsall of thefollowing criteriais exempt from the requirements
of thisdivision:

(1) The project is proposed within a transit priority area, as
defined in subdivision (&) of Section 21099.

(2) The project is undertaken to implement and is consistent
with a specific plan for which an environmental impact report has
been certified.

(3) The project—s and specific plan are consistent with the
genera use designation, density, building intensity, and applicable
policies specified for the project area in either a sustainable
communities strategy or an alternative planning strategy for which
the State Air Resources Board, pursuant to subparagraph (H) of
paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 65080 of the
Government Code, has accepted a metropolitan planning
organization’s determination that the sustainable communities
strategy or the alternative planning strategy would, if implemented,
achieve the greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets.

(b) Further environmental review shall be conducted only if any
of the events specified in Section 21166 have occurred.

SEC. 2. Thismeasure shall not become operative unless Senate
Bill 743 of the 2013-14 Regular Session is enacted.

SEC. 3. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article X111 B of the California Constitution because
alocal agency or school district has the authority to levy service
charges, fees, or assessments sufficient to pay for the program or
level of service mandated by thisact, within the meaning of Section
17556 of the Government Code.
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